Department of Comunity Services 
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 


MEMORANDUM Soptenber 26, 1952 
TO: Mr, Nelson C, Jackson 
Director, Comunity Services 


FROM: Roy E. Norris, 
Field Representative 
SUBJ:  TRENTON-BUCKS COUNTY VISIT - September 16-20, 1952 


Purpose: To find Negroes who have attenpted or night be encouraged 
to attempt to purchase houses in Levittown, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania 


Backzround Information 


Mr, Lester Granger, Mr. Reginald Johnson, and myself, on the NUL-Bucks County 
operation, it was decided that the NUL Housing Committee should have the names and 
addresses of Negroes actually known to have attempted to purchase houses in the 
Levittown-Bueks County developnent, Mrs, Rosenman and Mr, Johnson had just returned 
fron a conference with Mr, James Felt in Mr, Telt's office at which time it appeared 
imperative that the NUL Housing Committee be prepared to combat any possible state- 
nent from Mr, Levitt which might be to the effect that no Negroes have applied, It 
was realized that during and since ny several trips into the area, that it had been 
inpossible to secure the actual names of nore than two Negroes in this connection, 
It was decided that I go to Bucks County immediately and attempt to secure such 
needed information before the Housing Comittee meting scheduled for sone forty 
hours later. 


Innumerable persons were seen in an attempt to get the information wanted, Quite a 
few people had heard that Negroes have gone over to the Levitt development but only 
two such persons were known by nane, I, therefore, began seeing individuals who, 
after due of their rigi persons to 
apply, The most desirable situation would be to have Negroes apply, who, because 
of the type of work they are engaged in, their economic stability, and their person- 
ality traits, should certainly be acceptable as rosidents of Lovittom, 


Action Taken 
The following persons were interviewed and asked to make a special trip to Levittown 
at their very earliest convenience: 


1, Samy Braggs (contractor) 
2, David Bray (minister) 
3. John L, Dent (factory worker) 


sta 
4. Harrison Fisher (chemist - Rohn Hass) 

5. John McDonald (construction worker at Fort Dix) 

6. Dr, E, G, Mcürudor (physician) 

7. Walter Miles (factory worker) 

8, Roque Sanes (factory worker) 

9. John Shack (carpenter at Bello Meade) 

10, Lloyd Willians (teacher, public school system, Trenton) 


Because of possible untoward ramifications of this novo, I made arrangononts to have 
an affidavit taken fron each person named above, Mrs, Carolyn D, Moore agrecd to 
notarize affidavits for those persons living in Trenton; and Mr, C, Melvin Rose (a 
Bucks County resident with a real estato office in Philadelphia, and who is chairman 
of the Housing Comittee of the Bucks County Hunan Relations Council) agreed to do 
the sano for those persons living in Bucks County, Because Mr, Rose was not avail- 
able until Sunday, five peoplo living in Bucks County wore asked to go to his hone 
on Sunday norning, It was decided that only these two people should aces 

affidavits sinco both of then are well-versed in tho problen presented to Nogroos 
rogarding Lovittown, and can probably bo depended upon not to discuss thi Sas with 
other people, 


As a result of these offorts, six affidavits are now in my hands at tho National 
office, 


While in Trenton I made tho usual courtesy call with Mr, Auerbach, executive secre- 
tary of tho Trenton Council of Social Agencies, to advise hin of ny presence and that 
additional NUL work was boing dono in his arca, He said there was nothing new to 
report to ne othor than the growing insistence of tho feeling that tine is slipping 
away and that we nood to "got on tho ball" with sono day-to-day or week~by-woek work 
among Bucks County pooplo, 


I talked also with Mrs, Merrill, executive secretary of the Trenton Council on Human 
Relations, who was unable to advise of any progress made with respect to our 
recommended Training Program in Trenton, Howovor, for forty minutos sho insisted 
that I arrange to have an interview with Mr, Milon, plant manager, Ternstedt Div. 
ision, Genoral Motors, and with Mr, Hill, Baldwin=Hi Tt 
is Mrs, Merrill's hope that Mr.lillon will accopt the aaah of tho proposed 
Training Comittec, His prodocossor at Gonoral Motors, Mr. Shrinor, had committed 
himself to mo carly last Spring about taking tho loadership for this progran, 

Mr, Hill was wantod to givo his weight to tho progran because of tho vory largo 
influential following that he carrios in Trenton, I ronindod Mrs, Morrill that 

our letter fron lr, Granger and addressed to Mr, Auorbach, spollod-out the relation- 
ship of tho National Urban Loague Field Roprosontativo to Tronton, and that that 
relationship would preclude ny taking the initiative with respoct to putting the 
poople to work whom I sugzested several months ago, I told Mrs, Morrill that it 
was up to her to arrange for both appointnonts; and that if my office approved, I 
would return to ongage in these two conforoncos with Mr, Milon and Mr, Hill, 


I suggested that Mrs, Merrill and Mr. Janison, an official of hor organization, bo 
Present and that ny role would bo simply that of tho consultant, that the conforencos 
would be her responsibility. Mrs, Morrill ‘finally promised to try and arrange two 
conferences for cither Wednesday or Friday of tho weck of Septembor 22, It was 
understood that sho would notify no as soon as the appointments are schodulod, 


Conclusions and Reconnondationg 


My presence in Bucks County to actually "develop a caso" with respect to Levittoun 
soonod to bo the very first dom-to-carth effort that Bucks County and Trenton 
residents know about, with respect to this problom about whjch they aro very much 
coneornod, I think tho National Urban Loague wont up a notch in tho ostination of 
all those who were aware of soothing boing afoot, Each porson interviewed rogard- 
ing making personal applications at Levittown was nore than appreciative and nore 
than happy to zive their little bit in what thoy consider a gigantic job of gotting 
sonething dono about tho discrininatory dovoloment that Mr, Levitt has placed in 
thoir previously going, rolativoly well 


All through Bucks County, Nogroos livo noxt door to white people, Vory frequently 
a Nogro fanily is found in an othorwiso all-white two or threo-block area. Thore 
seems to be nowhere in Bucks County where there aro as many fanilios as there will 
bo in Levittown anong which Negroes do not live, Apparently Negroes are becoming 
nore and nore bittor about this the first conplotoly lily-vhito area in Bucks County 
and consider that this "foroign-patt s boing upon thon, 


Rogarding the Trenton Training Progran: several persons in the community want to lot 
tho Tronton Council on Hunan Rolations "broak its neck" on this Training Progran 
project, thon blast TCI for its failure, and otherwise vont their long-socthing 
disgust with TCHR, Thoso foolings continue despite my attonpts to channel that 
intorost into nore productivo activity, 


It seems of continuing importance that such intensive face-to-face work dono with 
the average citizen in Bucks County and Tronton bo stepped-up, 


It is recommended that: 


1. A return visit should bo made within tho next ton days or two wooks, 


2. Sone community vol should » the 
of which should bo directly with tho National ok Teague to facilitate 
tho latter's oporational intorost in the mutual welfaro of all groups 
involved, This proposed Bucks County group should have a loose enough 
rolationship with tho NUL to onable iv to uüdertakc curmunity-centcrod 
projocts on its om, regarding the dovolopnont of comunity activity 
leading towards tho inclusion of Nogroes in Levittown and in Faroloss 
Villago, and to kocp track of tho various aspects of the racial employment 
situation (and possibilities) at Faroless Works and at other expanding 
plants in tho area, 
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Conferences planned by top NUL Board and staff nombors with Mr. Levitt and 
othors who night aid in thts general problon, should be hold as soon as 
possible; and, soloctod itons of tho results of those conforencos 
definitely should bo carefully reported to our proposed colleagues in 
Bucks County, 


Manos of Forsons Contacted 


1, Mr, Potor Auerbach, Exocutivo Socrotary 
Trenton Council of Social Agoncios 
1 Wost State Strcot 
Tronton, Now Jorsoy 


Mr, Josoph E, Bolden 
Bristol, Ponnsylvania 


Mr, Sanny Braggs 
629 Swain Strect 
Bristol, Ponnsylvania 


Mr, David Bray 
32 Yost End Avonuo 
Tronton, New Jersey 


Mr, John L, Dont, Jre 
237 Spring Streot 
Trenton, New Jersoy 
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. Harrison Fisher 
zo chemist, Rohn 
Bristol plant) 
345 Washington Street 
Bristol, Pennsylvania 


& Hass - 


Mr, H. Charles Ford 

Dist, Dir., United Steolworkors 
of Areric ca 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Mr. Kelly, 

Business Agent 

United Steolworkers of Anerica 
203 East State Streot 
Trenton, New Jersey 


Mr. Charles Kovacs, 
Business Agont 

United Steoluorkors of Anerica 
203 East State Street 

Trenton, New Jersey 


Mr, and Mrs, Alvin J, Lewis 
57} North Pennsylvania Avenue 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania 


Dr, and Mrs, John Marshall 
131 Perry Strect 
Trenton, New Jorsoy 


Mr, Francis L, Mathew 

Pennsylvania State pan t Service 
430 Buckley Stro 

Bristol, Pennsylvania 


Copios to: ir, 


Mr. John E, McDonald 

83 Spring Stroot 

Trenton, Now Jorsey 

l4. Dr. and Mrs, E, Ge MeGruder 

237 Wood Street 

Bristol, Pennsylvania 

15, Mrs, J. C, Morrill, 

Executive Secrotary 

Trenton Council on Hunan Relations 

203 East Stato Stroot 

Trenton, New Jersoy 

16, Mr, Waltor Milos 

54 Delaware Avenue 

Morrisville, Pennsylvania 

17. Mrs, Carolyn D, Moore 

237 Spring Stroot 

Trenton, Now Jorsoy 

18. Mr, Clifford R, Moore, 

Attorney-nt-low 

(Chairman NUL-DVUF Advisory 
Committee) 

Broad Strect Bank Building 

Tronton, New Jorsey 

19, Mrs, Confort Porter 

Falsington, Pennsylvania 

20, Mrs, C, Melvin Rose 

Falsington, Pennsylvania 

21. Mr. Roque Sanos 

634 Spruce Street 

Bristol, Pennsylvania 

22. Mr, Charles Wilians 

(President, Carver Comunity Center; 
President, Trenton Branch NAACP) 

219 Spring Streot 

Tronton, New Jersey 


23. 


Mr, Lloyd L, Willians 
10 Boakes Street 
Trenton, New Jorsey 


Mr, Finley 


